Bifid epiglottis: a rare laryngeal anomaly.
Two cases of bifid epiglottis are presented: one with an associated laryngeal cyst and another with an associated cricoid stenosis. The occurrence of multiple laryngeal anomalies in association with bifid epiglottis has not previously been described. The occurrence of an extra digit is noted to be statistically significant both in the current series and in a review of the literature. A brief review of the embryologic classification and staging by the Carnegie System, and the correlation of the time sequence of development of the epiglottis is presented. No correlation is made as to the mechanism of the origin of this laryngeal anomaly, as adequate embryologic knowledge of the development of the pharynx is not available at this time.